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I. Introduction
Climate refugees, also termed climate-induced migrants, are individuals displaced due to environmental changes caused by climate change, including rising sea levels, desertification, extreme weather, and resource scarcity. The lack of formal recognition under international law leaves them in a precarious position, unable to access the protections afforded to traditional refugees under the 1951 Refugee Convention.
The issue is becoming increasingly urgent:
• Between 2008 and 2021, over 316 million people were displaced by weather-related disasters, averaging 21.5 million annually.
• By 2050, climate-related factors may displace up to 216 million people internally, with millions more seeking refuge across borders (World Bank, 2021).
• Vulnerable regions include small island nations, such as the Maldives, low-lying deltas in Bangladesh, and arid zones in Sub-Saharan Africa.
The lack of a unified international response exacerbates these challenges, and global cooperation is crucial to mitigate the crisis


II. Definition of Key Terms
 
• Climate Refugees: Individuals forced to leave their homes due to sudden or long-term changes in their environment caused by climate change, including extreme weather events and slow-onset disasters like sea-level rise.
• Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs): Individuals displaced within their country due to environmental factors, without crossing international borders.
• Loss and Damage (L&D): A UNFCCC mechanism addressing irreversible impacts of climate change, often linked to migration and displacement.
• Climate-Induced Displacement: Movement triggered by climate-related factors, distinct from conflict-induced migration.
 

III. Background Information

Displacement due to climate change is driven by both sudden-onset events (cyclones, floods) and slow-onset phenomena (rising sea levels, desertification).
Key statistics include:
• Asia and the Pacific: The region accounts for 80% of global displacement, with nations like Bangladesh experiencing 700,000 displacements annually due to flooding (UNHCR, 2022).
• Small Island Developing States (SIDS): By 2100, many may face existential threats, with nations like Tuvalu considering wholesale relocation plans.

While climate refugees face increasing risks, international law offers no explicit protection:
• The 1951 Refugee Convention defines refugees as those fleeing persecution, excluding environmental displacement.
• UNHCR and the IOM (International Organization for Migration) emphasize a gap in legal frameworks, advocating for a global recognition of climate refugees.
 
Major Countries and Organizations Involved

1. United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR): Works to integrate climate displacement into global refugee discussions but lacks a formal mandate to address it.
2. International Organization for Migration (IOM): Conducts studies on climate migration and advocates for proactive adaptation measures.
3. Small Island States (e.g., Maldives, Tuvalu): Push for recognition of climate displacement at UNFCCC summits.
4. United States and European Union: Contribute significant adaptation funding but face criticism for their historical emissions and limited refugee intake.
5. Bangladesh: One of the most affected nations, experiencing annual floods displacing millions, despite contributing only 0.56% of global emissions.
 
IV. Timeline of Events
• 2008: UN Human Rights Council declares climate change impacts a threat to human rights.
• 2015: Paris Agreement acknowledges the role of climate impacts in migration.
• 2020: UN Human Rights Committee rules that climate migrants cannot be deported to places where environmental risks threaten their lives (Ioane Teitiota v. New Zealand).
• 2022: COP27 establishes a “Loss and Damage” fund to support vulnerable nations, including those dealing with displacement.
 
Relevant UN Treaties and Events

• Paris Agreement (2015): Includes provisions for migration in its Preamble, emphasizing adaptation funding.
• Global Compact for Migration (2018): First intergovernmental agreement recognizing the links between climate change and migration.
• UNFCCC COP Summits: Continually address adaptation funding, though no direct mechanisms for migration exist.
 
Current Events

1. COP28 Discussions: Loss and Damage funding mechanisms have gained traction, with proposed allocations for adaptation projects directly addressing climate-induced displacement.
2. Bangladesh’s Cyclone Shelters: Recent investments have reduced immediate casualties but have not addressed long-term migration pressures.
3. Tuvalu’s Digital Nation Initiative: In response to rising seas, Tuvalu is planning a digital replication of its state to preserve its identity if physical territory is lost.
4. United States Climate Migration Task Force (2021): Aimed at integrating climate migration into foreign policy, though critics argue its scope remains limited.
 

V. Possible Solutions
1. Legal Recognition of Climate Refugees: Develop an international protocol or expand the Refugee Convention to include environmental displacement.
2. Global Adaptation Funding: Scale up financing to vulnerable countries for climate-resilient infrastructure, such as flood defences and drought-resistant agriculture.
3. Resettlement Programs: Establish multilateral agreements for planned resettlement, particularly for island nations at existential risk.
4. Regional Cooperation: Strengthen regional frameworks, such as ASEAN and the African Union, to address cross-border climate migration.
5. Loss and Damage Implementation: Operationalize funding mechanisms agreed at COP27, ensuring equitable distribution to affected communities.
6. Community-Based Resilience Programs: Support grassroots initiatives that empower local populations to adapt and remain in their homes.
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